

Development and Appeal Office


Sharing God’s Gifts in Service to Others

	Our grateful response to all that God has given us is to share our blessings with others to build up the Kingdom of God.  The Development Office offers the opportunity for parishioners and friends to share their gifts in support of the mission of the Diocese of Scranton to promote life, justice and peace in northeastern and north central Pennsylvania. 

	Gifts to the Diocese provide direct support to our brothers and sisters in Christ through vital Diocesan ministries and services in 11 counties which depend on the generosity of donors to fully serve all those in need. Giving opportunities include the Diocesan Annual Appeal, the Annual Vocations Golf Classic for Seminarian Education, and the Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation for Catholic Education. Many parishioners also consider supporting their parish and the Diocese by making an IRA charitable gift or by leaving a legacy gift through their estate plans.

Diocesan Annual Appeal

	The Diocesan Annual Appeal is the primary fundraising effort in support of the vital work of the Diocese to serve all those who come to us for help. Each year, thousands of donors generously give to the Appeal so that we may provide significant assistance through the Diocesan ministries of Catholic Social Services and Parish Social Justice Grants, Seminarian Education and Care of Retired and Ill Clergy, Catholic Education in Schools and Parishes, Parish Life and Religious Formation and Catholic Media.

Vocations Golf Classic in Support of our Seminarians

	The Vocations Golf Classic,  conducted by the Development Office in conjunction with the Office for Clergy Formation, “raises needed funds to foster vocations and assist future priests on their journey to serve the people of our Diocese,” as explained by the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton. Funds raised benefit the St. John Vianney Endowment which also provides direct assistance to seminarians in formation so that no man would be deterred from answering God’s call due to prior financial obligations. 

Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation for Catholic Education

	Diocese of Scranton Scholarship Foundation for Catholic Education receives gifts in support of need-based tuition assistance for students attending one of our 20 Diocesan Catholic Schools. The vital support of generous donors provides wonderful opportunities for students to pursue a Catholic education. Individuals may make a gift to our Academic Angel program and businesses have an opportunity to support Catholic education and gain significant tax credits through the Educational Improvement (EITC) and Opportunity Scholar Tax Credit (OSTC) programs for businesses. 

Estate Planning and IRA Charitable Giving

Estate Planning and IRA Charitable Giving opportunities are two wonderful ways to provide significant support to the Diocese or to your parish.  If you are 70½ or older and have a traditional individual retirement account, you can make a gift directly from your IRA.  Estate giving plans can provide benefits to your family and, at the same time, support your parish or any of our Diocesan ministries such as Catholic Social Services, seminarian education, tuition assistance for Catholic School students, parish life and care for our retired and ill clergy.

Parish Support

Our greatest blessings – our families, our parish communities, and our local communities are closest to us each day. As good stewards of God’s gifts, parishioners have the opportunity to share their time, talent and treasure in support of their families and their parish. Your parish relies on the weekly offertory to pay its bills and staff and support the many programs within the parish. It also relies on your personal involvement, through sharing of your gifts and talents, to grow together as disciples of Jesus Christ. To find more information about the ministries of a specific parish, please access the Parish Directory
National and International Campaigns

A number of opportunities exist to support efforts that go beyond our local parish and the diocese.
These stewardship opportunities the opportunity to serve the wider world. The Society for the Propagation of the Faith and other Pontifical Mission Societies, for example, supports projects identified by the pope as needing critical, international support.  

Stewardship: Living as Grateful Disciples of Jesus Christ

	As grateful disciples of Jesus Christ, we recognize that the sharing of our talents and blessings is our response to our Lord’s generosity. Put your faith into action by pledging your support to the Diocesan Annual Appeal, donating to the St. John Vianney Endowment for Seminarians, making a gift to our Catholic Schools Tuition Assistance Program or considering a contribution to the Diocese or your parish through your estate planning.  Gifts of any amount are welcome. For more information on how you can help support the mission of the Diocese, please contact one of our Development staff members listed below.
Contacts
Contact 1
Title: Diocesan Secretary for Development
Name: Jim Bebla    (Photo)
Phone: 570-207-2250 Ext 1070; Mobile:  570-862-7762
Fax: 570-207-1835
Email: Jim-Bebla@DioceseofScranton.org

Contact 2
Title: Director of Stewardship & Donor Relations
Name: Marilouise Agnone Ruane (Photo)
Phone: 570-207-2250 Ext 1016
Fax: 570-207-1835
Email: Marilouise-Ruane@DioceseofScranton.org

Contact 2
Title: Director of Development Operations
Name: Christopher Sheperis
Phone: 570-207-2250 Ext 1145
Fax: 570-207-1835
Email: Christopher-Sheperis@DioceseofScranton.org




[bookmark: _dr7z6qqw7nx6]What Can I Help You Find?
Best Practices: If you have more than 4 links, consider making the “resources” page as your 4th link.
Limit: 4 Links
Link 1 Title: Answers to questions about how to give to the Diocesan Annual Appeal
Link 1 URL:  (link to new page for Frequently Asked Questions the Annual Appeal) 
Link 2 Title: How can I register for the Vocations Golf Tournament?
Link 2 URL:   (link to new page for Vocations Golf Tournament)
Link 3 Title:  Is my deduction to the Appeal tax deductible?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Link 3 URL:  (link to new page Frequently Asked Questions, the Annual Appeal) 
Link 4 Title:  To whom do I make checks payable for the Diocesan Appeal? 
Link 4 URL:   (link to new page Frequently Asked Questions, the Annual Appeal) 

[bookmark: _qmrqx8cn2fgk]Other Sidebar Options
View All Forms Button: ☒Yes/☐No
View Careers Button: ☐Yes/☒No
View Resources/Links: ☒Yes/☐No
View Personnel: ☒Yes/☐No

[bookmark: _bg2ts48d7qej]
[bookmark: _p3n7i7ycweum]Circle Buttons
[bookmark: _s8h0gbx843ip]Circle Buttons can be used at any location in the page text content. (Example: paragraph of text, 3 buttons, paragraph of text, 4 buttons)To place buttons into your page area, please copy and paste Buttons 1-6 where you would like it to go. You may use buttons multiple times on your page, with the limit of 1-6 buttons per use. 
(Example: paragraph of text, 3 buttons, paragraph of text, 4 buttons)
Best Practices: These buttons should serve as other quicklinks for visitors to jump off from. It may be specific programs or most visited sub-pages from your office page.

Limit: 2-6
Button 1 Title: Diocesan Annual Appeal
Button 2 Title: Vocations Golf Classic 
Button 3 Title: Giving to Catholic Education
Button 4 Title: IRA Charitable Giving   
Button 5 Title: Living as a Grateful Disciple
Button 6 Title: Estate Planning

[bookmark: _3hsh4e6cfcg]Page Content
Best Practices: The first paragraph on your office page should contain information about your office. The rest of the page’s content is up to you. Remember, circle buttons can be used throughout your page content.


