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Victim Assistance

The Victim Assistance Coordinator is an integral component of the Diocese of Scranton’s Policy for Response to Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors.
The role of the Victim Assistance Coordinator is to facilitate the immediate pastoral care of persons that claim to have been sexually abused by a cleric (i.e., bishop, priest or deacon)  when they were minors.  The Victim Assistance Coordinator responds promptly to persons who contact the Diocese concerning sexual abuse of a minor and will offer to meet with him or her.   The purpose of the meeting is to acknowledge the accusation, empathetically listen and to inform him/her of any assistance that may be appropriate.   This support may include arranging for counseling or spiritual direction and referrals to support groups.
**Please include Contact Information for Mary Beth Pacuska, Victim Assistance Coordinator

Resources:
1. Policy for Response to Sexual Abuse of Minors
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Diocese-of-Scranton-Sexual-Abuse-Policy-Revision-2015-TMM-Final-Amended-3.pdf 

2. Credible Accused Individuals
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/diocesan-directory/diocesan-offices/compliance-office/credibly-accused-individuals/

3. Victim’s Compensation Fund – To Be Determined

4. Report Abuse – Flow Chart





5. Prayer for Healing 



6. Link to the Grand Jury Report
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/report/
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FLOW CHART FOR MANDATED REPORTERS 

 (Call 911 if the child is in imminent danger)



To make a report: 

CALL CHILDLINE
1-800-932-0313
AND

Complete CY-47:
Form (PDF) can be found online at:
http://keepkidssafe.pa.gov/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/form/c_137044.pdf

Complete all information on form as far as you are able.  There may be questions you are not able to answer.  Please mail the form to the Local County Office of Children & Youth as directed.

OPTION -Electronic Reporting:
You may also report abuse online at

https://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home

If you do not have a Keystone ID, you will need to create one.  Click on “Access my Referrals”.

Complete all information as far as you are able.  There may be questions you are not able to answer. A confirmation of the submittal will be sent by email.

If you have a Keystone ID you may view and print your report.

***It is not required to submit the CY-47 Form if you report electronically.













Inform person in charge:
Pastor, Principal, Administrator, Director of Religious Education












Call Local Children & Youth Agency

Mail or fax copy of CY-47 to Local County Office of Children & Youth if a verbal report was made









Within 30-60 days, you should receive a letter from the Local County Office of Children & Youth that states the status of the report




		






	








NOTES:
Keep copies of all your correspondence and a 
record of to whom you spoke.
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[bookmark: contentarea][bookmark: CP_JUMP_1739]God of endless love,
ever caring, ever strong,
always present, always just:
You gave your only Son
to save us by the blood of his cross.

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace,
join to your own suffering
the pain of all who have been hurt
in body, mind, and spirit
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them.

Hear our cries as we agonize
over the harm done to our brothers and sisters.
Breathe wisdom into our prayers,
soothe restless hearts with hope,
steady shaken spirits with faith:
Show us the way to justice and wholeness,
enlightened by truth and enfolded in your mercy.

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,
heal your people’s wounds
and transform our brokenness.
Grant us courage and wisdom, humility and grace,
so that we may act with justice
and find peace in you.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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