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At a recent meeting of the Diocesan Episcopal Council it was discussed that several priests have been inquiring as to whether the Diocese will have updated protocols for the use of “discretionary funds” and for parish finance operations in general given the situation recently countenanced at a parish wherein social justice funds were not used as intended. To this end the Diocese is putting forth the following guidelines in an effort to assist pastors and parish life coordinators in their ministries.
 Social Justice Donation Guidelines
· Pastor can make withdrawals from social justice accounts up to $1,000.00.
· For withdrawals over $1,000 but less than $5,000 the pastor should review with and seek approval from the Parish Finance Council.
· For individual withdrawals over $5,000 the pastor should review with and obtain approval of the Finance Council and he should review with and obtain approval of the Bishop.
· Balances in Social Justice Accounts should be reported at Finance Council meetings. At a minimum there needs to be a quarterly report listing all individual social justice accounts with balances at previous quarter end, receipts by account for the quarter, disbursements by account for the quarter and ending balances for the quarter being reported on. 
