Vision Statement:
The vision of Youth and Young Adult Ministry in the Diocese of Scranton is to empower members of the Young Church to answer the call of Baptism by living a life of intentional discipleship, and by proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout their journey of faith. 

Ministry for youth and young adults includes:
· Providing resources, training and consultation for assistance in implementation of youth and young adult ministry. Continued support is provided through on-site visits and spiritual formation for Religious Education and Youth Ministry staff.
· Development of leadership and peer ministry programs on a diocesan level.
· Diocesan retreat opportunities. 
· Coordinating diocesan participation in conferences and pilgrimages for youth and young adults.


The International Student Leadership Institute:
Based on a program formulated at Notre Dame University by Rev. Thomas Chambers, the International Student Leadership Institute (ISLI) is designed to identify and respond to the current needs of young people.  It is open to high school students who wish to learn about leadership and improve their already existing decision making and problem solving skills through the teachings of the Catholic faith.
To deal effectively with people is one of the most important skills a young person will acquire.  It is believed that leadership can be learned and will enhance a student’s education and life by improving his or her interpersonal relationships.
ISLI is supported by the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, who has offered his vision of servant leadership in his pastoral letter, Wounded and Loved, Regathering the Scattered.  The intent of our ISLI program is to gather young people from around the eleven counties of the Diocese of Scranton for a faith-filled experience that enhances leadership skills and promotes learning, sharing and prayer.  Through ISLI, the Diocese desires to foster servant leadership and to nurture the continued development of value-based Christian decision making.
The program is offered twice a year, once in the winter and once in the summer. 

Daybreak Retreat:
The Daybreak Retreat is a peer-facilitated retreat specifically for 8th & 9th grade students. The weekend will focus on forming good communication skills and healthy relationships with oneself, with family, and with friends. Students will come away with a better understanding of who there are as a child of God and form new friendships and the tools needed to make old friendships even better!




Up&Over Middle School Retreat:
The Up & Over Jr. High School Retreat is a weekend of fun, friendship, and faith for 6th – 8th grade students at the beautiful wooded Camp Orchard Hill in Dallas. You will spend time outdoors, meet new friends and learn how your God given gifts can be used when you work with others as a team! There will also be a number of fun activities and events, including a movie, free time and an outdoor obstacle course. Students are guaranteed to have a great time, meet new friends and grow closer to their faith!
Up&Over is typically held the first weekend in June and the last weekend in September at Camp Orchard Hill in Dallas.
Contact Us:
Shannon Kowalski
Coordinator for Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Shannon-Kowalski@dioceseofscranton.org
570-207-2213 x1155

Youth and Youth Adult Ministry Advisory Board:
Mary Anne Malone	Mary-Anne-Malone@dioceseofscranton.org
Dominick Costantino 	Dominick-Costantino@dioceseofscranton.org
Catherine Butel		Catherine-Butel@dioceseofscranton.org
Father Don Williams	Rev-Donald-Williams@dioceseofscranton.org
Steve Wallo		walloinc@aol.com
Kristin Osipower	Kristin.osipower@wilkes.edu
Dori Hurley		hurley@qopchurch.org 
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