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An apostolate is a lay ministry group which ultimately serves the community and carries out the mission of Christ and the church. JOY  stands for Jesus first, Others second, and  Yourself last. The JOY apostolate is consolidating and enhancing Blessed Sacrament’s ministry to our grieving members AND to those who have new babies and newly baptized members of our parish. We endeavor to show support and care for our newest members and support them through the joys and also the challenges of their journey through life. This group provides welcome to families with new babies and newly baptized, and sends cards of support and prayer when families faces the challenges of illness and death. This apostolate also reaches out to the homebound with prayers, phone calls, cards and communication through periods of isolation and loneliness. Please join us as we reach out and support our parishioners and share the JOY of the Gospel.


Blessed Sacrament Men’s Group

 The Blessed Sacrament Men’s Group (BSMG)was founded some twenty years ago by parishioner, David Starr and a group of service minded men. The goal is to help in the wider community and also assist with small projects for our parish and parishioners in need. In our community, we have partnered with the Red Cross, Bella Women’s Center, and at the Beatitude House. We have also offered our help with Make a Difference Day in the Warren area community. We have participated diligently in the Community Outreach Program for Blessed Sacrament Parish and helped those in need with yard clean up, small repairs, and some small, time- limited home or yard construction projects. We have also made ourselves available to help with various projects for the parish as needed. We offer our assistance in a quiet and timely manner as outreach and service to our parish and our community.


Ministry to the Homebound and Nursing Homes
This group of “lay ministers of care”, visit, pray and take communion to our local nursing homes and to our homebound parishioners. We help the residents get to the weekly communion service and/or Mass which is held in their facility and we distribute communion to those who cannot attend. We also have lay ministers who visit, pray with and distribute communion to homebound parishioners. These practices have been suspended during the pandemic but we look forward to reinstating this ministry soon. Please consider volunteering in order that we can minister to those who are elderly or ill.  Call Brenda Antenucci in the parish office to volunteer for this needed and satisfying ministry. Training, guidance and support are all provided!!


Journey of Grace

[image: ]The Journey of Grace women’s prayer and reflection group began in 2016. We began by meeting monthly for fellowship, prayer, and reflection. At every meeting we visit and spend a few minutes of retreat with a video meditation offered by Loyola Press. We read and reflect on the scriptures using 2 different resources: one from Sacred Space, An Ignatian reflection and another reflection offered through LPi. We reflect on the previous week’s readings. All of our meetings end with prayer. We are able to support and get to know the women of our parish in this way. We occasionally plan a social gathering for a picnic or lunch/dinner out. Women of all ages are invited to be part of this group. There are no outside reading requirements. You can come any time that it works for you. We meet in the afternoon but are willing to add an evening option if needed or requested. During this year of the pandemic we have been meeting virtually on a weekly basis and have been able to stay connected to one another in this unique way. All women are welcome to be a part of this group!

Sacred Music

   The choir enriches the celebration by adding musical elements beyond the congregational element with descants and added harmonies sometimes singing in dialogue with the congregation.  They also actively participate in ensemble pieces that enrich the service regarding appropriate liturgical text or theme.  Their role is twofold:  to enrich and encourage congregational singing and to provide beautiful solo music that creates an atmosphere of reverence reflective of worship.  The choir meets on Thursday evenings in the day chapel from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  They rehearse 30 minutes prior to Mass in the day chapel to prepare for the service.

   A cantor serves as singer, psalmist, and leader of congregational song.  They are accomplished in the art of singing the psalms with sensitivity to the texts, hymns, and various musical settings of the Mass.  They sing with the congregation, their major function to promote participation by the assembly.  Cantors meet on Thursday evenings at 6:45 p.m. and remain for choir rehearsal.  Additional rehearsals as preparation for funerals and special services are arranged as needed.
 
 
image1.png




image2.jpeg




