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Mission & Vision Statement [Page]

“Our mission here at St. Benedict is to bring people together as the Body of Christ and encourage them to pursuit intimacy with Jesus and become a fruitful disciple of his Church.”

“Our vision is to create a Christian community where people of all cultures can come and celebrate the Word of God.”

Welcome Letter
(To be written by Father)

History of Our Parish [Page]
Composed of the former SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish and Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, St. Benedict has humble beginnings in the city of Lebanon. It all began back in the 1800s.

SS Cyril & Methodius
From 1808 to 1904 there was an influx into Lebanon County of immigrants from Slovakia and Austria-Hungary. These immigrants came mostly as laborers. Their work was hard and they received low wages, but the were loyal Catholics. The Bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Bishop John W. Shanahan, believed that there needed to be a Slovak church in Lebanon, however there was no priest of that nationality available. In October of 1905, Bishop Shanahan appointed Rev. Andrew J Kennedy to care for the Slovak people. He spent 6 months as an assistant at St. Michael’s Slovak Church in Lansford to learn the language. He returned and celebrated the first Slovak mass on November 12, 1905 in the basement of St. Mary’s. 
Ground was broken at 13th and Lehman Street on May 29th, 1906 and the cornerstone was laid September 30th 1906. The first mass was said in the new church before construction had ceased in June of 1907. On June 13, 1907, Rev. Kennedy moved into the newly built rectory and Bishop Shanahan blessed the church on July 7, 1907. During that time the church had a membership of 923 souls, being 1 of only 3 Slovak parishes in the diocese. The parish reflected a spirit of sacrificial giving on part of the members that was felt throughout Lebanon, and eventually led to the construction of the SS. Cyril and Methodius school on March 28, 1954. 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe (Our Lady of Guadalupe)
​The Hispanic Apostolate of Lebanon began in 1952 at St. Mary’s Church in Lebanon. A succession of diocesan priests and several who were brought up from Woodstock, MD, served the people. In the ‘&0’s a small chapel was procured on 12th St. and then moved to 11th & Brandywine Streets. Finally, the church of Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe was consecrated in 1988 at 329 N. 8th St. 



St. Benedict the Abbot Church 
In 1993, Bishop Nicholas Dattilo began the Process of Renewal and Reorganization of the Diocese of Harrisburg he did this process through merging parishes including SS. Cyril & Methodius and Our Lady of Guadalupe, thus creating the only bilingual Catholic church in Lebanon County. Saint Benedict the Abbot parish was established on July 2,1995, with Rev. Francis J. Tamburro as the first Pastor. 

“We start anew! Together we, the Slovaks and the Hispanics, begin our journey toward our heavenly goal. May God bless our footsteps along the way, as we struggle to carry our new banner with resignation and love. May the gentle breeze of the Holy Spirit furl our banner high as we ‘walk in God’s ways, with the Gospel as our guide’”.


Our Patron Saint [Page]
EARLY LIFE 
Saint Benedict was born in Nurcia in approximately 480 AD. This time period, a mere four years before the Western Roman Empire formally fell by the deposition of the last Emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was quite difficult. After attending primary schools in Norcia, Benedict went to Rome to broaden his knowledge of literature and law. Disgusted by the dissolute lifestyle of his peers and by Rome’s difficult political situation, he retired to Affile with a group of priests. 
At Affile, Saint Benedict worked his first miracle, restoring to perfect condition an earthenware wheat sifter which a servant had accidentally broken. The notoriety that accompanied this miracle drove Benedict to further withdraw from society. He took shelter in a cave in the ruins of Nero’s village, near Subiaco, where he began to live as a hermit. Immersed in loneliness, his only contact with the outside world was with a monk called Romanus, whose monastery was nearby. He gave Saint Benedict a monk’s habit and provided for his spiritual and material needs. Later some shepherds befriended Benedict. They began to follow his teachings and the pastoral and apostolic principles of the Benedictine Order took root. 
FOUNDING MONASTERIES 
After resisting a strong temptation against chastity, Benedict decided to live a new way, following the example of the ancient Fathers of Christian Monasticism. He founded twelve monasteries and assigned twelve monks to each of them. After the establishment of the initial twelve he founded a thirteenth monastery for novices and those needing education. Benedict’s fame spread rapidly, reaching Rome, two illustrious men in particular, Equizius and a nobleman Tertullus. They entrusted him with their two sons, Maurus and Placidus who were to become the first two gems of the Benedictine family. 
[bookmark: _Hlk516038111]During his life, Saint Benedict performed many miracles. He found water on a desolate mountaintop to quench the thirst of his monks. He retrieved a bill hook’s iron from the bottom of a lake and rejoined its handle. He prevented a monk from leading a dissolute life through intervention. In addition, he made Maurus walk on water to save the young Placidus from drowning. 
A great deal of envy fell upon a priest called Florentius and he forced the Saint to depart in spite of insistence from his disciples. After leaving Subiaco, Benedict traveled to Cassino. In the period between 525 and 529 AD he founded the Abbey of Montecassino, which would become the most famous abbey in continental Europe. Under Benedict’s direction, the old acropolis-sanctuary towering above the declined Roman municipium of Casinum was turned into a monastery that was much bigger than those built at Subiaco. On the remains of the altar of Apollo he built a chapel dedicated to Saint John the Baptist, while the temple of Apollo itself was turned into an oratory for the monks dedicated to Saint Martin of Tours. 
MONASTIC LIFE TAKES ROOT 
In Montecassino Saint Benedict displayed prodigious activity. He supervised the building of the monastery, established a monastic order and continued performing his miracles. He brought back from death a young man, miraculously supplied the monastery with flour and oil in its time of need and displayed the gift of prophecy. 
While the Goth King Totila was passing through Cassino en route to Naples to attack it, he decided to test Saint Benedict because he had already heard of his gifts and charisms. When they finally met, he warned him with a dire prediction: “You have hurt many and you continue to do it, now stop behaving badly! You will enter Rome, you will cross the vast sea, you will reign for nine years; however, in the tenth year, you will die.” And that is exactly what happened. Saint Benedict showed the same virtue as he cried bitterly when confronted with the vision of the first destruction of his monastery. Notwithstanding, he received from God the grace to save all the monks. 
Saint Benedict devoted himself to evangelizing the local population who practiced pagan worship. Shortly before he died, Saint Benedict saw the soul of his sister Saint Scholastica rising to heaven in the form of a dove. This vision happened a few days after their last talk together at the foot of Montecasino. In a vision, Benedict saw the soul of Bishop Germanus of Capua taken by angels in a fire globe. These visions, for Pope Saint Gregory the Great, showed a close union between Benedict and God, a union so intense that the Saint was given the share of an even more magnificent vision, the whole of creation as gathered in a sunbeam. 
In the end, a life so noble was justifiably followed by a much-glorified death. According to tradition, Saint Benedict died on March 21, 547 AD. He foresaw his coming death, informing his close and faraway disciples that the end was near. Completely exhausted, he asked to be taken into his oratory where, after taking his last Holy Communion, he died supported by his monks.


Parish Staff [Page]
Pastor
Rev. José Elías Mera Vallejos
Email: FrJMera-Vallejos@hbgdiocese.org

Executive Assistant to the Pastor
Kayla Lewis
Email: KLewis@hbgdiocese.org

Accountant/Bookkeeper
Patricia Krall
Email: PKrall@hbgdiocese.org

Coordinator of Religious Education
Gloria Rodriguez
Email: gcmb66@gmail.com

Parish Disability Advocate
Janine Jonovich
[bookmark: _GoBack]Email: (Will add later)

Parish Music Coordinator
Barbara Stager

Contact us: 	Phone: (717) 450-4506
      Fax: (717) 450-5623
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