Religious Education

Winter Closing Due to Bad Weather
If Ecorse Public Schools are closed, due to severe weather, Religious Education classes are CANCELLED.

Please note that all students must be in religious education class starting from 1st grade through 8th grade (Level 2) in order to receive the sacraments of First Holy Communion, which is received in the 2nd grade and continue religious education through 8th grade (Level 2). Also, Confirmation is a 2-year program.

Due to the high volume of students in our program, parents must be active and registered parishioners of St. André Bessette Catholic Church. 

Kindergarten class meet on Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Grades 1st – 4th on Monday evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
Grades 5th – Level 2 (8th) on Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. -7:15 p.m.

Tuition: Active Parishioners: $65; each additional child is $10.
Tuition for Sacrament Years: First Holy Communion $25; Confirmation $30

To register your children for religious education, please contact Vera Rodriguez, Director of Religious Education.

Please note: 
· All students must regularly attend Mass.
· All Catechists have taken Protecting God Children and have taken training classes.
· We are always looking for volunteer teachers and teacher’s aides for classroom assistance. Please contact us Vera Rodriguez for more information.

Parking Rules: 
· Entrance: One-Way access from W. Jefferson Avenue. Exit: One-way via Outer Drive.
· Parents of children attending Monday classes must walk their child into the parish hall and pick up their child from the parish hall. No stopping in front of the door for drop offs or pickups.









Sacraments of Initiation
The sacraments of Christian initiation – Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist – lay the foundations of every Christian life.

Baptism
Baptism, the first and fundamental sacrament is the gate to the other sacraments. Baptism is the purifying and sanctifying sacrament of rebirth and the means by which its recipients are incorporated into the Church in a bond of unity.
Baptism is the first sacrament of Christian initiation. It is the sacrament that frees a person from original sin and makes that person a member of Christ and His Church. One must be baptized before sharing in any of the other sacraments. Baptism is the foundation for all ministry and life in the church, and confers a commitment to follow Christ and spread his message throughout the world. 
Eucharist
The Eucharist is the most special sacrament, in which Christ Himself is contained, offered and received, and by which the Church constantly lives and grows. As children reach the age of reason, generally around age seven, the Church extends to them an invitation to celebrate the sacrament of Eucharist. The initiation into the Christian community that took place at baptism is further extended by inviting children to enter fully into the heart of Christian faith through participation in the Eucharist.
The Eucharist is the sacrament by which Catholics receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. For Catholics, this is the most treasured gift given to the Church by the Lord at the Last Supper. In receiving the Eucharist, we are nourished by the Lord. The bread and wine used in the Mass are transformed in all but appearance into the Body and Blood of Christ.
Confirmation
Confirmation is one of the sacraments of initiation, along with Baptism and Eucharist. While baptism is the sacrament of rebirth to a new life, confirmation is the sacrament of maturity and coming of age. It is conferred by the anointing of Chrism oil and the laying on of hands by the Bishop. The Sacrament of Confirmation draws us into a greater awareness of the Holy Spirit, which we received at Baptism. Through this sacrament, we confirm the presence of the baptismal gifts we have already received; we are sealed with the undeserved and unearned gift of the Holy Spirit.
Confirmation enriches the baptized with the Holy Spirit, binding them more perfectly to the Church, and strengthening them in their witness to Christ by word and deed.

Welcome to the RCIA/C Program
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is RCIA/C?
RCIA/C, or the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and Children is a formation program for those who are interested in converting to Catholicism, for those who are lapsed Catholics, or those who would like to complete the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation).  RCIA/C is a journey of faith that will lead one to God and to the Church.  
What is the process?
This is done in four stages:  pre-catechumenate, catechumenate, purification and enlightenment, and initiation.  
What will I learn?
Some of the topics discussed during the process are:  how to listen to the Word of God, the Bible, prayers and rituals, Church history, the Ten Commandments and their impact on our lives today, and the ministry of Jesus.
What if I'm not ready?
Sometimes when God calls out to us, we feel we are not ready or worthy of getting to know him and his endless love for us.  God calls for a reason.  He knows when we are ready.  The first steps of any journey are always the hardest.  We are here as a parish community to walk with you and be there for you.
Who do I contact:
Mary Vozniak is our RCIA/C coordinator.  She is currently attending Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, working on her Master's Degree in Pastoral Ministry and Education.  She is an active member of the parish and is involved in liturgical ministry.   She will be happy to talk to you about the program.  She can be reached by telephone or at (313) 574-9357 or by email at SABreled@outlook.com.

Please take a moment to watch these excerpts from the Symbolon RCIA series:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgj-Oolp2Ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oe9xxUQwnZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6v_Ha4mry90

